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Stylistic Analysis Essay
Biography
Langston Hughes was born in Missouri in 1902 (Brittanica, 1). Langston’s parents divorced in his infancy subjecting him to juvenile strife. Upon his graduation from high school, he spent time with his father in Mexico and later a year in Columbia University. His life featured his participation in odd jobs and his travels across Europe and Africa as a seaman. This probably, is what gave Langston insight into the social formations around the world and led him to agitate for equal treatment of his people, beginning with the renaissance at Harlem (Poets.org, 2) Langston Hughes predominantly uses metaphors, anaphora and similes in his poem ‘A Dream Deferred’ to best represent the affairs of the time by using commonplace objects and putting emphasis. 
Langston established himself as an important player in the Harlem Renaissance by telling the African American experience through his novels, poetry, and newspaper columns. Even with his successful published works, Langston was never financially secure from his writings as he only managed to support himself as a writer. He was only able to buy his dream house in Harlem through his stint writing lyrics for a Broadway musical.
The poem, a dream deferred is written in the times of the Harlem Renaissance, these were times of civil strife for the African American community. (Shmoop, 1) As an outstanding poet in the Harlem Renaissance, the poet was heavily involved and concerned with the community in Harlem, majorly composed of a large black population at the time. (Shmoop, 1) In the aftermath of World War 2 and the nascent stages of the Civil rights movement, Hughes observed the disillusionment thundering through Harlem, a result of racial discrimination pervasive throughout the country. This is a big feature of this poem as he explores this lost hope, and provides a kind of reawakening to his community, asking them to not let go of their dreams. (Shmoop, 2) The poem also calls unto us to keep the flames of our dreams alight, never giving up and never letting go.
Poetic Devices
The whole poem itself is an interesting demonstration of bitingly accurate metaphors and imagery. By constructing an image of a physical wound, Hughes compares it to the case of a deferred dream. The same way a wound would dry up is similar to a forgotten dream. It could also fester and run just as a dream always bug a person if not tapped. A dream could also erupt with disastrous consequences as a result of stress upon the person just like a wound would swell and burst. The disastrous consequences could potentially hurt everyone. ‘Does it dry up like a raisin in the Sun? Or fester like a sore and run? … Maybe it just sags like a heavy load (Langston, 1).
Similes are also used throughout the poem as demonstrated in the following lines, ‘Does it dry up like a raisin in the Sun?’ (Langston, 1), the simile in this case alludes to the freshness of an original dream that has slowly degraded with constant neglect leading up to its drying. ‘Does it stink like rotten meat?’ (Langston 1), this simile spells out the disgust that is felt at this unaccomplished dream. Hughes also alludes that unaccomplished dreams will always hunt a person until they are cared for. These similes serve to draw a relationship between this unaccomplished dream and familiar everyday phenomena, that of a wound. 
There is use of anaphora in the poem where words have been repeated to straighten the form. Anaphora has the effect of bringing emphasis to the message being shared.
Does it dry up...
Does it stink....
Or does it ..... (Langston, 1)
As seen in this three instances, anaphora has been used with a musical effect that challenges the reader to think hard over this message and act on the dream’s actualization.
Langston Hughes was a poet fighting for the full emancipation of his community, emancipation to achieve their long held dreams so that as postulated in the poem, not to fester, or dry up or explode. The poem has the general effect of calling us to keep the flames of our dreams alight, never giving up and never letting go. The poem has the aesthetics of simplicity, Langston represents matters of great strife through simple commonplace language and this is what makes it beautiful. This poem is important as it reminds us to dare to actualize our dreams.
Stylistic Imitation
The back hoes break open the virgin lands (Personification) filling the air with mushy earthiness like a cellar of open wine (simile) casks agile with a thousand years anticipation (Imagery). Always with the temerity of a lamb, this hit blinds your thoughts for a moment lifting off with the disturbed clouds of rich earth. Cranking gears, clunking gear shafts, (Alliteration) heaving undercarriages, man on the moon. (Imagery) For the birds it’s a worm harvest, grilled, sautéed, chopped, they come in droves this time.
The thick rainforest is leaps away, to the Sapeiwas it is their entire never ending universe, all too familiar with the whoosh (Onomatopoeia) of the wind on its daily escapades through the teak and parasol trees, accustomed to the conspicuous flicking tails of the resident Hunter’s Cisticola, who would discredit their self-proclaimed nativity? (Rhetorical question)
Sapeiwan lies atop one of his spruce trees on a threadbare wattle bark contraption tied to the twin-pronged branches. It’s his favorite spot saddled upon the gentle slopes like an incompletely ejected rivet (Simile), from whence he can watch his sprawling macadamia nuts farm interfused with his noteworthy tea bushes right next to his freshly bridled corn field. He pictures the all too white company Lorries branded with all too lonely green insignia sitting on the white patch (allusion) like an oriental spice island. (Simile) He thinks of it as the soulless thievery of the commercial space, always trying to devour his efforts and derail his machismo. What is to be sought? What is to be gotten? What is worth? (Anaphora) He sees his daughter Nailantei off to law school, funding his son’s passion for painting art pieces. “Someday I’ll have my own soulful insignia patched upon one of those.” He says to himself. (Interior Monologue) Others have tried, haven’t they? Others have reached their dreams, haven’t they? (Anaphora) (Euphony).
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